
 
 

                      

 

Directions: 
 

1. Cut the oval following the pattern. 
2. Apply 3/8” copper foil to top and bottom edges of the Fox Conch shells. Burnish very 

heavily. 
3. Tin both top and bottom edges of each Fox Conch shell. 
4. Place the shells with the more open side facing up on the center of the glass oval. Trace the bottom outer edge of the 

shells where the copper foil meets the glass. Use a metallic pen. When you remove the shells you will have two 
organically shaped circles. 

5. Using a flex shaft tool with a 3mm bit or a ¼” drill bit on a grinder, grind a hole through the glass inside of the shell 
shapes you just traced.   

6. Using a separating blade on a ring saw, place the blade through the drilled holes and cut out the shell circles being sure 
to keep your blade on the inside of the metallic line. It helps to use Mark Stay II to keep the line on the glass. Once the 
pieces are cut out of the oval, place the shells into the holes to be sure they fit correctly. You may need to grind the 
holes in some places to insure the shells fit well. 

7. Apply ¼” copper foil to the outside of the oval and the inside cuts where the shells will be placed. 
8. Place the shells into the center holes and solder in place. 
9. Using ¼” copper foil, apply foil around each of the 40 Maple Leaf center cut shells. Burnish very heavily. Place the 

shells around the outside of the oval so they completely encircle the oval. Tack solder the shells to the oval where each 
shell touches the glass. Also tack solder each shell to the next where they meet. There will be many places where you 
won’t solder the holes between the glass and shells. This will give the piece a lace look. 

10. Cut the outside pieces of glass according to the patterns. You may need to grind the insides of the pieces to fit around 
the unevenness of the shells. Do your best to keep the inside of the surrounding glass pieces parallel to the outside of 
the oval. Be sure to use a square to get the outside of the piece perfectly rectangular. 

11. Foil the outside pieces using ¼” foil. Place and pin each piece into place. Solder the joints between the pieces first then 
tack solder the outside pieces to the outside of the Maple Leaf center cut shells. 

12. Tin the outside of the piece and the places between the glass and the shells that are open. Bead the small places 
where each shell meets the glass on both sides of the separation so that it is securely attached.  

 

Suggestions for Framing the Panel: 

13. Apply ¼” U lead came to the outside of the piece being sure to miter the corners. 
14. Fasten chain onto the top edges of your panel using tinned copper wire that runs down each side and over the top.   

 

Finishing the Panel with Patina: 

15. Clean the piece with flux and patina remover. Use a toothbrush to be sure to get it clean between all of the shells and 
inside the shells. 

16. Rinse the whole piece with water and wipe completely dry. Be sure there is no water residue anywhere on the solder 
as any metals or contaminants could react with the copper patina. 

17. Apply copper patina to the inside of the piece including the center shells, the inside and 
outside glass border around the circle of shells and every shell surrounding the piece. 
Do this on both sides. Do not rinse the patina off with water.  Simply use a paper towel 
to dry away all of the excess patina. 

18. Apply black patina to the seams between the glass frame pieces and the lead came. Dry 
the same way. 

19. Buff the patina with a soft cloth until it shows no signs of tarnish. 
20. Apply polishing compound to the whole piece and let dry overnight. The following 

morning, buff using soft brushes and clothes to polish the solder line. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sea Shell Inspiration Kit Inspiration Kit Pattern 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glass Suggestions 

2 ½ sq ft – Spectrum Brown on Gold Streaky (SP41115) 

Materials (included) 

4 packages – 1 inch Maple Leaf shells, center cut (each 

pack contains 10 shells, for a total of 40 shells) (SS05) 

2 – 4 inch Fox Conch shells, center cut (SS02) 

Other Materials (not included) 

Consumables (copper foil, solder, flux, copper and black 

patina, ¼” U lead came, etc.) 

Material to Hang Panel (wire hoops and chain, steel wire 

or fishing line) 

Special Equipment 

Ring Saw 

Flex Shaft, drill or ¼” drill bit for grinder 

 

 

 

 

Pattern Enlargement Instructions 

The completed Sea Shell panel measures 17” 

long and 12” wide. 

Print the pattern on 8 ½ x 11 paper, then cut 

1/8” off the top, bottom and right sides. Cut 

1/2” off the left side. This will give you the 

actual pattern that is ready to be enlarged. 

Enlarge the pattern 155% to get 17” x 12”. 

 


